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2000 

Many works of literature not readily identified with the mystery or detective story genre 
nonetheless involve the investigation of a mystery. In these works, the solution to the 
mystery may be less important than the knowledge gained in the process of its 
investigation. Choose a novel or play in which one or more of the characters confront a 
mystery. Then write an essay in which you identify the mystery and explain how the 
investigation illuminates the meaning of the work as a whole. Do not merely summarize 
the plot. 
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2005 

In Kate Chopin’s The Awakening (1899), protagonist Edna Pontellier is said to possess 
“that outward existence which conforms, the inward life which questions.” In a novel or 
play that you have studied, identify a character who conforms outwardly while 
questioning inwardly. Then write an essay in which you analyze how this tension 
between outward conformity and inward questioning contributes to the meaning of the 
work. Avoid mere plot summary. 
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2010 

Palestinian American literary theorist and cultural critic Edward Said has written that 
“Exile is strangely compelling to think about but terrible to experience. It is the 
unbeatable rift forced between a human being and a native place, between the self and 
its true home: its essential sadness can never be surmounted.” Yet Said has also said 
that exile can become “a potent, even enriching” experience. 

Select a novel, play, or epic in which a character experiences such a rift and becomes cut 
off from “home,” whether that home is the character’s birthplace, family, homeland, or 
other special place. Then write an essay in which you analyze how the character’s 
experience with exile is both alienating and enriching, and how this experience 
illuminates the meaning of the work as a whole. You may choose a work from the list 
below or one of comparable literary merit. Do not merely summarize the plot. 
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